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sufficient siege guns and ammunition to make the
bombardment effective. It was a question which
concerned the Government and the military authori-
ties, and it would have been wiser of the Crown
Princess, surrounded as she was with mischief-
makers and ill-wishers, not to have opened her lips
on the subject. Instead, she ardently and openly
supported her husband's view with the unfortunate
but natural result that she was believed to be in-
fluencing him, and he recorded in his Diary, a fort-
night before the bombardment began : " In Berlin it
is now the order of the day to vilify my wife as being
mainly responsible for the postponement of the bom-
bardment of Paris and to accuse her of acting under
the direction of the Queen of England." English
sympathy, now running strongly towards France,
after her crushing military disasters and the ruthless
thoroughness of German military methods, was
further stirred by the iron terms of peace demanded
by Germany, and the Queen was blamed for not
using her influence with her German relations to
procure some mitigation of them. Thus while in
England she became very unpopular owing to her
pro-German sentiments, it was believed in Berlin
that her sympathies were with France.

The family life of the Crown Princess during the
war must have been very unpleasant, and she poured
out her troubles to the Queen, assuring her that
they arose from no fault of hers. With Fritz away she
felt utterly alien : the King disliked her, and she
often found it impossible to get on with Queen
Augusta. It was a very awkward situation, for her
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